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Calentta: Liguor sales m Beny
gal are on a decline despite the
government opening up the
redail trade and allowing on
line purchases. The industry
is lobbying the govermunent to
bring down the 30 per cent
sales tax imposed in April to
shore up revenne

Bengal is among the five
slates besides Delld, Andlra
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Odisha that had gone for a
steep like in liquor duty inthe
last four months, making it ex
petisive for the tipplers

The hike has also led to a
shaft in the purchase pattern
with consumers preferring
low priced allernatives, alfect
g the voluwmne of Indian made
forelgn lguor (IMFL)

The Condfederation of Indi-
an Alcoholic Beverage Com
pandes (CIABC) that compris
es manufacturers such as Al
lied Blenders & Distillers,
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Plea to cut tipple

IN LOW SPIRITS

Bengal WFL volume
in lakh cases)

February 1278 | &%

March @ 958 -20%
Aprl | 168 | -84%
May | 723| -35%
“Year-on-yoar,

Sowce: CIABC data

Amrut  Distilleries, Mohan
Meakin and Radico Khaitan
has estimated a 29 per cent
drop in sales in March fal
lowed by an 84 per cent drop in
April and a 35 per ceat drop in
May when the business re
sumed with the opening up of
retad stoves

The industry association
sadd the sharp rise in levy has
pushed the price of IMFL in
the state, making it expensve
compared with the neghbour
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g statesof Assam and Jhark
hard, radsing concerns of illic
it liguor coming invo the state.

The association has urged
the povernment to bring down
the sales tax ot liguor to a
leved of not more than 510 per
oot 1o prevent a downward
spiral in sales.

"“What we have seen in the
other states is that if there is
an increase of around 10 per
oeaud, there isno read impact on
the volume and revenoes also
go up. If it's more, volume
slarts coming down and the
et tax collection is alfected,”
said Vinod Gir, the director
peneral of the CIABC,

He said the association has
brougit to the notice of the
state government the instance
of the Dedhi govertunau which
had imposed a 70 per oot cess
on ligquor. Thwemeove drastically
brougit down liguor sales
and the povernunedt had to
later reploce it with a s per cent
VAT




