CIABC urges state to end
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@tlrnesgroup com ABC said
} the Bihar

: Patna: Welcomingthe Mani- govern-
i pur government's move to Z ment sho-
: lift liquor ban, the Confede- uld also fol-
ration of Indian Alcoholic lowsuitand

Beverage Companies (CI-
ABC), the apex body of Indi-
an alcoholic beverages in-
“dustry, on Wednesday urged

-3 Nitlah Kumar-led go-
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it its economy
llawful trade of
y alcohol to avert

three-de-

lift prohibition which led to
s0 many deaths due to spu-
rious liquor.

“Bihar is paying a heavy
price of the prohibition poli-
cy in the form of prolifera-
tion of unlawful and spurio-
us liquor, hooch tragedies
and loss of legitimate go-
vernment revenues. Bihar is
losing revenue from the legi-
timate liquor trade which is
estimated at around Rs10,000
crore per annum. Repeated
hooch tragedies have so far
seen hundreds of deaths sin-
2016 whlle close to 5 lakh
pending in courts,

. Around 3 lakh peo-

_ of the country finds per-
ve been thriving in the sta-
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' have been put behind
s for something which

lawful. Liquor mafias
u eeping all these aspects
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pr0h1b1t10n like Manipur

in mind, we urge the Bihar
government to end prohibi-
tionand open upliquortrade
in the state,” said Giri.

“We have even suggested
that liguorfactories in Bihar
would keep 50% of their
workforce as women, lea-
ding to their true economic
empowerment, We have also
proposed a special cess on sa-
le of liquor to fund alcohol
de-addiction and rehabilita-
tion centres,” Giriadded.

Stating that the proposed
door-to-door survey to study :
prohibition would serve no :
purpose, the CIABC director :
general noted that the Natio-
nal Family Health Survey
2019-20 reporthad clearly sta-
ted that consumption of 1i- :
quor in Bihar is more than :
Maharashtra, which proves
‘that prohibition policy has

not worked. Report also sug-
gests that 90% of the illegal
liquor trade is among poor
and backward people.

Manufacturing, sales
and consumption of liquor
has been banned in Bihar
since April 2016,
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